
Starter Questions: 
• What has been your favorite part of 

the weekend so far?

• Which breakouts did you go to and 

what did you learn?

• What did you learn about the Kingdom 

from today’s main sessions?

Group Study: 

You may have heard a phrase this 

weekend that was coined by theologian 
George Elden Ladd, “The Kingdom of God 
is already, but not yet.” In other words, 
God’s Kingdom is  a present reality that we 
can see in ways but also a future reality that 
has not yet been fully expressed. Now take 
that with the definition of the Kingdom that 
theologian Graeme Goldsworthy gives, “The 
Kingdom of God is God’s people, in God’s 
place, under God’s rule.” With that 
definition in mind, how is the Kingdom 
“already but not yet”?


So often it is hard to realize that God’s 
rule is right now because we see so much 
suffering and chaos upon the earth. The 
writer of Hebrews picks up on this thought 
in Hebrews 2:5-9, let’s read that together.


Notice he says, “At present we do not 
yet see everything in subjection to Him.” In 
other words, His rule is not something we 
can see right now. Right now you see a 
world full of evil, full of suffering, full of 
death, full of fear, full of injustice and it 
causes us to ask the questions: 


“Is God really in control over 
everything?”


“Does God really care about the 
suffering of humanity?”


Many people struggle here, and for 
many of you this may be a reason that you 
say you don’t believe in God. Perhaps you 
or someone you know has said, “I can’t 
believe in a God who would allow such 
suffering in the world He has created and 
says He is in control of.”


Well if that is you, or someone you 
know, I want us to recognize a few things 
together from Scripture.


First off, we are not the first people to 
wrestle with the question of how to 
reconcile God’s sovereignty (control over 
creation) and man’s suffering. The Psalmist 
Asaph almost fell here. Read his struggle in 
Psalm 73:1-14. What was he struggling 
with?


Pay attention to Asaph’s words in Ps. 
73:13, “all in vain”. You ever felt that way 
about being a Christian? That you keep 
trying to do well and all you get is bad stuff 
coming your way? That’s what Asaph is 
feeling there. Let’s see how he gets passed 
it…


• He realized that the pleasures and 
reign of the wicked was temporary (Ps. 
73:16-20)


• He realized that his feelings did not 
determine truth (Ps. 73:21-24)


• He realized that the trials, treasures, 
and sufferings of this life are temporary 
while the promises of pleasure in the 
presence of God were eternal (Ps. 
73:25-28)


Asaph came to grips with the tension of 
God’s sovereignty and man’s suffering by 
looking to God rather than man. 


Realize this though: we have now seen 
God manifested fully in the Person of Christ 
Jesus. Turn back to Hebrews 2:9-10 and 
read it together, then move down to verses 
14-18.


The writer says, “We see Him…namely 
Jesus.” Realize now that:


• Jesus suffered for the sins we have 
committed…He knows about suffering.


• Jesus was condemned as a 
blasphemer…He knows about injustice.


• Jesus died to destroy the one who 
has the power of death, that is, the devil 
and to deliver those enslaved to death.


• Jesus temporarily suffered but now is 
eternally reigning…He is therefore also 
able to help you in your temporary 
suffering and ensure that you will reign 
with Him eternally.
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